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From the 
editor’s desk
     
Hi, everyone. I’m glad to say we 
made it through another issue. 

Over the course of this past nine 
weeks, we have all been confront-
ed by issues we did not think we 
would have to face. Some of the 
articles in this issue reflect the pas-
sion we have been feeling about 
the world around us. I hope that 
something you read in these next 
14 pages will make you question 
how you interact with the world.

At the beginning of this quarter, we 
decided to take a new approach 
with our article planning. Everyone 
was tasked with formulating 
several ideas that they would feel 
passionately about when writing, 
and that’s what they did. Between 
net neutrality, Dance Marathon, 
Tallahassee solar farms and the 
rally at the Capitol, this issue 
encompasses community and 
change.

As a journalism class, we all urge 
you to know your stance on social 
justice issues and how to contact 
your local legislators and 
representatives if needed. 

Always remember to be kind and 
loving to one another. We are all 
here for the same goal and should 
support each other along the way. 
Oh, and go adopt a cat!

Until next issue, 

Lauren Shirley (L$)

On the Cover
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On Feb. 21, students from 
around Florida gathered at the 
Capitol to support survivors of 
the Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School shooting as 
they called on legislators for 
gun control reform. Over 3,000 
people attended the rally and 
marched from the Westcott 
fountain to the Capitol building. 
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Tallahassee gets ‘lit’: new solar farm offers 
residents affordable clean energy alternative

While most people were still 
recovering from their New Year’s 
parties the night before, the City 
of Tallahassee was hard at work 
powering up the town’s first solar 
farm, saving customers money 
and energy.

The power created by the solar 
farm will be fed directly into the 
city’s power grid, meaning that 
customers will be able to run their 
homes on up to 100 percent solar 
power without having to pay to 
install their own solar panels. Each 
home on 100 percent solar will 
have the environmental equivalent 
of planting 2.4 acres of forest per 
year. The program follows the con-
sumer, letting them keep their plan 
even if they change residences.          

“I run my house on solar, but we 

do have propane backup,” sec-
ondary social studies teacher 

Pat Steed said. “I am technically 
off the grid.”

Solar customers will pay five 
cents per hour of energy use for 
the next 20 years, while other City 
Electric customers only pay 3.5 
cents. However, the gap is even-
tually expected to get dramatically 
smaller or even reverse completely 
as the cost of standard energy 
rises. Over time, the cost of con-
ventional energy plans will surpass 
that of new solar options.

 “Our society is currently built 
on non-replenishable resources. 
Every action taken to introduce 
clean, renewable energy should be 
celebrated and held as an exam-
ple for the future,” senior Brendunn 
Mills said.

Out of all renewable resources, 
the popularity of solar power has 
increased. Solar power is general-
ly more accessible to most home-
owners than wind or hydroelectric 
power because panels are easier 
to set up than windmills or dams. 
Improvements to storage and 
durability continue to drop the cost 
and increase the accessibility of 
solar panels around the world.  

“I think that this solar farm really 
goes a long way in preparing for 
the future,” junior Joseph Jones 
said.

The City of Tallahassee is cur-
rently planning to build another 
solar farm that’s twice the size of 
the original. This project is expect-
ed to bring power to another 6,800 
homes and businesses, but cur-
rently has no official start date.

 “Helping the environment 
always benefits the community,” 
Mills said. “It’s the sort of thing that 
makes this city somewhere I want 
to live.”

The new solar farm is expected 
not only to help the environment, 
but be cost effective as well. This 
is just the first of a series of plans 
that the city has set in motion to 
preserve Tallahassee’s resources.

 “Americans are 4.4% of the 
world’s population, yet we con-
sume a quarter of all fossil fuels on 
the planet.  We are also responsi-
ble for 50% of all waste. Not only 
is this poor environmental practice, 
it is also very economically waste-
ful. There is the potential for a lot 
of job growth in the “green” indus-
tries.  It makes ‘cents’ to go green,” 
Steed said.

John Folsom • Features Editior 
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The school’s 35th annual Jump 
Rope for Heart fundraiser, held 
Feb. 12-16, raised over $5,000 for 
heart research. 

In conjunction with the Ameri-
can Heart Association, elementary 
students raised money for people 
with heart disease through jumping 
rope. 

“Kids have a fun and fit way to 
stay healthy by jumping, plus it 
raises money for heart disease 
research and education,” elemen-
tary physical education teacher 
Jermaine Wilson said. 

 According to the American 
Heart Association’s website, the 
event started 35 years ago at 
Riverside High School in Milwau-
kee, and was originally called 
Jump-Rope-A-Thon. Riverside 
High School set the bar by raising 
$2,032 that first year. 

“It’s super fun and a great way to 
exercise”, fifth-grader Juan Pablo 
Suarez said.

Throughout the week, students 

were taught ways to maintain 
a healthy heart with a kick-off 

video presented by the American 
Heart Association. Each year there 
is a theme of the video, and this 
year’s was a rollercoaster. At each 
stage of the rollercoaster, students 
were given ways to be healthy, 
such as eating correctly and refus-
ing drugs. 

“I think [Jump Rope for Heart] 
starts teaching them at a young 
age how to take care of their bod-
ies, learning healthy food choices, 
and staying active,” fifth-grade 
teacher Carolyn Daniels said. 

For more information about the 
organization, including healthy liv-
ing and healthy food choices, visit 
the American Heart Association’s 
website at american.heart.org. 

“I have a student in third grade 
who loves Jump Rope for Heart 
and enjoys being active.  He’s 
learning how to make healthy food 
choices while understanding that 
certain foods are okay in modera-
tion,” Daniels said. 

School holds 35th annual Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser
Bisma Ahmed • Staff Writer

Photo by Jared Russell
From Feb. 12-16, elementary students participated in 
the 35th annual Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser to raise    
money for heart research. Working with the American 
Heart Association, they raised over $5,000 by jumping 
rope. 

Students of all ages gathered in 
the cafeteria on Feb. 24 to attend 
the PTSA’s first Daddy Daughter 
Dance. 

The Parent Teacher Student 
Association hosted the first ever 
Daddy Daughter Dance for female 
students across all grades. The 
goal of the night was to create a 
special environment for students 
and their fathers or father figures.

“Daddy Daughter Dances are 
popular around the country, and 
we thought it would be a great 
event to bring fathers and father 
figures onto campus for a spe-

cial evening with their student,” 
PTSA president Nancy Blum-

Heintz said. 
The PTSA board members 

decided a Daddy Daughter Dance 
would be a great event for the 
school community to come togeth-
er in a different way. The event 
helped fathers and father figures 
feel more welcomed on campus 
while spending time with their 
daughters. The event included 
dancing, a photo booth and differ-
ent contests, like a dancing con-
test.

“My dad and I did the photo 
booth, and we just danced and 

did all the contests,” sixth-grader 
Madison Wenhold said. 

The dance also served as a 
fundraiser. Tickets were $25 per 
father/daughter pair. The money 
will go towards the PTSA fund, so 
they can put on more events for 
students and faculty in the future. 

“It was just a great time, and 
it was a nice little activity for you 
to bond with your dad,” Wenhold 
said. 

The PTSA does not want moth-
ers to be left out, so they will be 
implementing some mom-centric 
activities in the spring, including 
a Muffins with Mom event and a 

Movies with Mom event. They also 
have Pastries with Parents for all 
guardians to attend. Other events 
sponsored by PTSA like Boo Hoo 
Breakfast, the Walking School Bus 
and Grand Friends Day, aim to 
welcome families onto campus and 
bring the community closer. 

The first Daddy Daughter Dance 
was a success, filled with dancing 
and fun games. 

“The event provides an oppor-
tunity to spend some one-on-one 
time together that encourages con-
versation and showcases FSUS,” 
Blum-Heintz said. 

PTSA sponsors inaugural Daddy Daughter Dance Feb. 24 
Hailey Barrow • Staff Writer
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International 
Women’s Day

On Mar. 8, women across the world celebrat-
ed the 108th annual International Women’s 
Day. People everywhere wore purple to com-
memorate the holiday, as purple is its official 
color. The theme for this year was #PressFor-
Progress, and the day was marked with talks, 
performances, rallies, networking events and 
marches. 

Student Perspective: “Women oftentimes 
don’t get recognition on a day-to-day basis 
and it’s important that we stop and recognize 
what they’ve done for our society,” freshman 
Shyann Rudisill said. 

On Feb. 14, a former student at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Fla., identified as Nikolas Cruz, opened fire on  
the school, leaving 17 dead and many oth-
ers injured. The incident has sparked action 
among students to achieve stricter gun con-
trol, including a march and rally at the Capitol 
in Tallahassee on Feb. 21. 

Student Perspective: “In order to prevent 
such tragedies, gun reform needs to take 
place. The NRA cannot pay enough to silence 
the voices of our generation,” junior 
Benjamine Cordova said. 

Winter Olympics
The 2018 Winter Olympics in PyeongChang, 
South Korea came to a close on Feb. 25. 
The United States came in fourth, with a total 
of 23 medals (nine gold, eight silver, and six 
bronze). Norway came in first, with a total of 
39 medals. 

Student Perspective: “Figure skating is my 
favorite winter Olympic sport to watch be-
cause it’s amazing how graceful they are,” 
senior Chelsie Himmer said. 

Parkland Shooting

At the end of last year, the 
Federal Communications 
Commission voted to repeal 
net neutrality without public 
knowledge, which could poten-
tially have a major impact on 
education and how teachers 
use technology in class.

The FCC, in a three-to-two 
vote along party lines, agreed 
to Chairman Ajit Pai’s proposal 
to repeal net neutrality early 
in December. With the ab-
sence of net neutrality, internet 
service providers will now be 
able to speed up, slow down 
or block content. Net neutrality 
was originally put into place 
under the Obama adminis-
tration in 2015 and regulat-
ed businesses that connect 
consumers to the internet and 
prevented them from shaping 
users’ experiences online.  

“I think net neutrality is im-
portant because I don’t agree 
with censorship of media, and 
I think it’s important to protect 
the people from [censorship],” 
senior Daysha Williams said.

In a 21st century class-
room, Internet resources are 
used in a variety of different 
ways. Teachers use videos 
and online tools in their daily 
lesson plan. Students use the 
Internet to do research and 
additional learning outside the 
classroom. Many students and 
teachers are concerned that 
the repeal of net neutrality will 
have a negative impact on their 
education in today’s technolo-

gy-based world.
“Teachers use 

the Internet for a lot of 
lesson planning and 
networking with other 
teachers, so if it stays 
repealed I think it will 
affect how teachers have 
access to not only ideas 
and materials, but also 
how they connect with 
other educators,” media 
specialist Jennifer Un-
derhill said.

Eighty-seven per-
cent of schools in the 
United States reported 
using digital content for 
teaching according to 
education.com. Cur-
rently, most of these 
resources are avail-
able to teachers and students 
for free. However, with the 
repeal of net neutrality, these 
resources could be compro-
mised, causing teachers and 
students to be charged money 
in order to use services like 
Google or other search en-
gines.

“The Internet makes school 
easier because of the availabil-
ity of information. All we have 
to do is look something up, and 
we have results in seconds,” 
junior Evan Grasso said.

Internet service providers 
have promised not to take 
advantage of the repeal of net 
neutrality. However, many are 
still concerned that even the 
possibility of this kind of inter-
ference will affect their daily 
lives. Over 100 independent 

organizations have filed law-
suits with the FCC over net 
neutrality for a variety reasons, 
including one that claimed the 
rollback of the rules violated 
federal law. Although the FCC 
has already voted on and 
passed the motion to repeal 
net neutrality, the Senate can 
still vote to overturn the com-
mittee’s decision. In order for 
the rules to be reestablished, 
the House of Representa-
tives would also have to pass 
a similar resolution, and the 
president would have to sign 
the legislation.

“Protecting freedom of media 
and treating all services equal-
ly is important,” Williams said. 
“Taking away net neutrality 
is another way to take away 
freedom.”

Repeal of  net neutrality has 
potential to harm education

Carly Steed • News Editor

Graphic by Carly Steed
With the repeal of net neutral-
ity rules put into place under 
the Obama administration, ed-
ucators are concerned about 
the effect it may have in class. 



Mei Rui was on a Spirit Airlines 
Flight from Houston to Newark 
when she was asked to leave 
the plane because her baby was 
crying. According to Rui, she 
had complied with all flight atten-
dant requests. Her only offense? 
Breastfeeding her son to try and 
calm him. 

Breastfeeding in public has 
been the center of controversy 
for years. It’s been a back-and-
forth over just how far is too far 
when it comes to women ex-
posing themselves. This past 
January, a mother was forced 
to leave a Chick-Fil-A in North 
Dakota because she refused to 
cover the “upper portion of [her] 
breast” while breastfeeding. North 
Dakota, like all 50 states, grants 
women the right to breastfeed 
in public as long as she is not 
trespassing.

A popular argument against 
breastfeeding in public is the idea 
of “indecent exposure.” Legally 
speaking, as long as a woman 
and her child are not trespassers 
in a location, breastfeeding in 
public is protected by law in all 
50 states. An even more common 
and controversial argument is the 
fact that many get “offended” or 
“provoked” by a woman having 
their breasts out during breast-
feeding. 

Though mothers could choose 
to use formula when feeding in 
public, breastfeeding offers health 
benefits for both the mother and 

the child. The American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics states that 

breastfeeding is a public health 
issue, not a lifestyle choice. 
According to the AAP, breast milk 
can help reduce diabetes, obe-
sity and childhood lymphoma in 
infants who are breastfed for 6 
months or longer. It also brings 
maternal benefits such as a 
decreased chance of rheumatoid 
arthritis, type 2 diabetes mellitus 
and postpartum blood loss. 

There will always be people 
who find it indecent to publicly 
breastfeed, but the vocal minority 
should not decide how society 
treats something so natural. 
There’s no denying that the ma-
jority of the stigma comes from 
those who believe women violate 
the idea of purity and modesty 
by nursing their child. The hyper-
sexualization of women and 
femininity plays the biggest role in 
this judgement. This is the root of 
larger scale issues that often lead 
to exploitation of and violence 
against women. 

Not all women are able to 
breastfeed, and some infants 
reject breast milk, but when this 
is not the case, there should be 
no stigma. Not all women want to 
publicly breastfeed, and actually 
prefer to do so in ‘pods’ that are 
becoming more readily available, 
but there shouldn’t be condem-
nation of those who choose to 
breastfeed in public. The mother 
doesn’t dictate when the child 
gets hungry; the child does.
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It is 2018, time to 
destigmatize breastfeeding
Diana Benitez • Opinion Editor

Public breastfeeding is uncom-
fortable for all parties involved 
besides the infant. With the cre-
ation of feeding pods, no longer 
will we have to catch the uncom-
fortable gaze of a mother while          
breastfeeding. 

Let’s be real: you do not want 
people staring at you while you’re 
trying to nourish your child and I 
do not want to see it either. While 
it is normal among new mothers 
and their children, it should not 
be done in public places such 
as Walmart or in a restaurant. It 
is unhygienic due to the transfer 
of bodily fluids from one person 
to another. It is not disgusting to 
watch, but it is an uncomfortable 
feeling that grabs your attention 
whenever you see it. Breast-
feeding is something that should 
be done in private because it is 
something people do not want to 
see. If you think about it, if ev-
eryone was comfortable with it, 
we would not even need feeding 
pods. 

One of the main cons about 
breastfeeding is in the name: 
breast. In America, breasts are 
viewed as sexual organs even 
though they are not. It is inap-
propriate for any woman to be 
exposed without the consent of 
the people around her. 

Using formula is a great alter-
native for breastfeeding in public. 
With formula, you have more op-
tions for where you can feed your 
child. Everyone understands that 

a baby has to eat but a breast-
feeding mother does not have to 
sit down in the middle of the store 
and do it while everyone watches 
in shock.

According to a study by Public 
Health England, six out of ten 
women take steps to hide breast-
feeding and one third of women 
feel uncomfortable doing so 
outside of the house. This data 
shows that even mothers under-
stand the need for privacy when 
breastfeeding. A feeding pod or 
other designated rooms would 
make them more comfortable. 

Not everyone wants to be 
forced to watch a mother feed 
their child in public. There are al-
ternatives to breastfeeding, such 
as formula and using a breast-
pump before going out in public. 

Jared Russell • Photo Editor

Safer, cleaner to breastfeed 
in private or feeding pod

Face Off: Should public breastfeeding be allowed?



     “Okay, Google,” “Hey, Alexa” and “Hey, Siri” 
have become common phrases in over 39 
million American households with the recent 
skyrocket in sales of smart speakers. But what 
users don’t know is that by purchasing these 
devices, they may be gradually giving up their 
privacy and personal information.
     When the Amazon Echo first made its debut 
in 2014, people were intrigued by the device, 
but many were skeptical about its usefulness. 
Since then, Amazon has expanded its line to in-
clude a second generation of the Echo and the 
Echo Dot, a more compact version. Many other 
companies including Google, Apple, Sonos, 
and JBL have joined the market with their own 
options. Initial privacy concerns over the device 
based on the information that may be shared 
have seemed to disappear as the hype for 
these new devices soars. In 2017 alone, smart 
speaker sales tripled, according to “Billboard.”         
     “I usually use [Google Home] for simple 
things so that I don't have to look at my phone 
that much,” secondary social studies teacher 
Jacob Roberts said. “That’s mostly what I try 
to use it for; trying to use my phone as little as 
possible.”
     What makes smart speakers so intriguing 
is that they feature both voice recognition and 
virtual assistants activated by a simple “trigger 
word,” which many Americans have found to 
be even more convenient than their smart-
phones. However, the fact remains that in order 
to listen to requests, smart speakers have to 
record nearly everything they hear. Though the 
companies producing these speakers claim the 
recordings that don’t feature the trigger word 
are only stored locally and temporarily, it still 
raises the question of privacy. Specifically, how 
the information can be accessed by hackers 
and perhaps how companies like Google and 
Amazon can potentially exploit the private infor-
mation each device overhears.
     “Once you have [smart speakers], you real-
ize how little you actually need it,” junior Mack-
enzie Johnson said. “I think it would be really 
helpful for older people because they can’t do 
some things by themselves, but personally I 

don’t find much use for it.”
     In the past two years, 

there have already been a few cases 
where the speakers have been used 
for unintentional purposes. In one 
case, a six-year-old was able to order 
$200 worth of merchandise by simply 
having a conversation with the Echo. 
While a surprise package isn’t much 
more than an inconvenience, this fea-
ture of buying items by simply asking 
for them could very easily become dan-
gerous if a criminal accesses a user’s 
payment information. In another, more 
serious case, law officials turned to a 
suspect's Amazon Echo as a potential 
aid in convicting him of homicide. While 
the companies promise to protect their 
customers’ privacy, it becomes a gray 
area when it comes to finding evidence 
in a criminal investigation, which may 
be beneficial for law enforcement, but 
is a clear violation of privacy. In ad-
dition, most smart speakers require 
internet connection. While this is handy 
for users who want to check the weath-
er forecast or play some music, it also 
means that the information shared 
with the device has the potential to be 
exploited. This poses a serious dan-
ger of unlawful surveillance.
     “Anything with wifi is susceptible 
to being accessed. You can encrypt 
it, but I honestly think that there isn’t 
a way to eliminate risk,” Roberts said. 
“It's all a matter of risk and reward.”
     For those looking to avoid the 
invasion of privacy, password encryption and 
frequent clearing of recordings are good pre-
cautions. While there is only so much users 
can do, companies like Google, Amazon, and 
Apple have all assured their customers’ safety 
and privacy, and so far have delivered on their 
end.
     “People probably like it even though it might 
be [dangerous] because it keeps them enter-
tained and keeps them company,” fifth-grader 
Roselyn McLeod said.
     Smart speakers, the newest trend in tech-

nology, have reopened the question whether 
convenience is worth risking personal privacy. 
While the ability to look up information, make 
purchases, and play music hands-free seems 
harmless, users should be precautious with the 
information they share with these devices.
     “It’s an interesting conversation about your 
rights because you voluntarily buy it, but what 
you say can be accessed and used against 
you,” Roberts said. “By getting a Google Home, 
am I just throwing away my privacy?”
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Olivia Choutupalli • Entertainment Editor

Smart speakers are convenient, but what’s the cost?

Photo by Jared Russell
The rise in popularity of “smart speakers” 
such as the Amazon Echo and the Google 
Home have caused many users to fear that 
their privacy could be compromised. While 
companies claim that the data is only stored 
temporarily, there is a concern that it is be-
ing stored for long-term use.
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Gun control reform necessary after Parkland
    On Feb. 14, 17 people were killed at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Fla. in what is now the deadliest mass shooting 
in an American high school. Almost 19 years 
ago, Columbine was the deadliest mass shoot-
ing in America’s modern history, with 13 deaths. 
Then came Virginia Tech. Newtown. Orlando. 
Las Vegas. Sutherland Springs. Now, Parkland.
     Since September 2017, 3 of the 10 dead-
liest mass shootings in modern U.S. history 
have occurred. The Las Vegas shooter had an 
arsenal of 47 legally-purchased guns. At least 
12 of the semi-automatic weapons were fitted 
with bump stocks. There were 58 fatalities. The 
Sutherland Springs shooter legally purchased 
an AR-566. There were 26 fatalities. The 
Parkland shooter legally purchased an AR-15. 
There were 17 fatalities. The common denomi-
nator: the semi-automatic rifles.
     According to the Violence Policy Center, a 
semi-automatic weapon is one that automat-
ically reloads, while still requiring the shooter 
to pull the trigger again, to fire another round. 
This is facilitated by bump stocks, which are 
legal, that allow rifles to shoot rapidly without 
having to lift the trigger, making them fire as an 
automatic weapon would. The fatality rate of 
these shootings have also increased because 
of high-capacity magazines, which are classi-
fied as those containing more than 10 rounds. 
Automatic weapons were banned from civilians 
in 1986, but this did not prevent them from 

being created by modifying semi-automatic 
rifles like the AR-15. Once the Assault Weap-
ons Ban was put in place in 1994, there was 
a 37 percent decrease in gun massacres and 
a 43 percent decrease in massacre deaths, 
according to “The Washington Post.” After the 
ban expired in 2004, there was a 183 percent 
increase in gun massacres and 239 percent 
increase in massacre deaths. 
     According to Everytown Research, 62 per-
cent of gun deaths are suicides, but handguns 
and semi-automatic weapons are still regulated 
very differently. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms and Explosives is responsible 
for regulating multiple sales of handguns, but 
only regulate multiple sales of certain rifles in 
California, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas. 
According to the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement, individuals have to be 21 to buy 
a handgun and go through a three-day waiting 
period.  A rifle, or any long gun, only requires 
the buyer to be 18 years of age and has no 
waiting period. There are no laws on bulk pur-
chases or sales, and background checks are 
performed based on demographic data. 
     Many people against stricter gun laws be-
lieve it violates their Second Amendment right. 
The most widely-used defenses against gun 
reform are the use of semi-automatic weapons 
for hunting and self-defense. Some hunters use 
semi-automatics for game, but other hunters 
believe that this is irresponsible, a sign of inex-
perience, and causes too much fragmentation 
of ammunition.There is no one-size-fits-all for 

guns, and the AR-15 is no exception. The use 
of it in combat does not make it appropriate for 
self-defense situations. A handgun, taser, knife 
or even a baseball bat would suffice for cases 
of self-defense or home invasion. 
     No one denies that guns don’t kill people, 
people kill people. But the accessibility to 
mental health treatment is lacking in this coun-
try. According to Mental Health America, 1 in 5 
adults experience a mental illness, but nearly 
60 percent of adults don’t receive treatment 
or can’t afford it. Also, there isn’t a federal 
background check required under law, and in 
states where they do require one, if the check 
is not determined within three business days, 
the firearm can be legally purchased. These 
checks are typically completed in a matter of 
minutes, and don’t dive into a person’s mental 
health information or criminal record. This led 
to the Sutherland Springs and Parkland shoot-
ers being able to legally purchase AR-15s, no 
questions asked. 
     The solution to mass shootings isn’t clear, 
but it isn’t just to blame mass shootings on 
mental health because that increases the 
stigma behind it even more. It isn’t just to allow 
criminals to purchase firearms. It isn’t just to al-
low high-capacity magazines and bump stocks 
to be in the hands of private citizens. And 
when some say Aurora, Newtown, Orlando, 
and Parkland were just bad people who mis-
used weapons, they didn’t misuse the weapon: 
semi-automatic rifles were engineered to kill.

Staff

 Taking Action: Contact Representatives
United States House of 

Representatives: https://www.
house.gov/representatives/

find-your-representative

Senator Bill Nelson (D - FL)
716 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-5274

Contact: www.billnelson.senate.
gov/contact-bill

Senator Marco Rubio (R - FL)
284 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-3041

Contact: www.rubio.senate.gov/
public/index.cfm/contact
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Which Kardashian should be your BFF?THE QUIZ:
Questions by John Folsom • Features Editor

1. What would you name your child?
A) Stormi
B) North
C) Reign
D) Rob
E) Dream 

2. How long did your marriage last?
A) I’m engaged
B) 72 days
C) I never got married
D) 22 years
E) We broke it off before the wedding

3. What would you & your BFF do together?
A) Go dancing
B) Go to the beach
C) Ride on a yacht
D) Gossip and gaming
E) Binge Netflix

4. What did French robbers steal from you?
A) Makeup
B) Jewlery
C) Snacks
D) Money
E) Clothes

5. What do you order at brunch?
A) Cheeseburger
B) Eggs Benedict
C) Gluten Free Waffles
D) Caesar Salad
E) Stack of Pancakes

6. Where do your friends go on vacation?
A) New York City
B) Dubai
C) Paris
D) Aspen
E) We don’t like to travel

If you chose mostly As, then you got Kylie
If you chose mostly Bs, then you got Kim                            
If you chose mostly Cs, then you got Kourtney                                  

If you chose mostly Ds, then you got Kris
If you chose mostly Es, then you got Rob

As spring break draws near, many students 
and teachers are looking to Airbnb for their 
lodging. Accessible in 192 countries and used 
by over 150 million people, Airbnb offers a 
selection of homes for rent, serving as an 
alternative to hotels. 

The main purpose of Airbnb is to provide 
travelers with a variety of places to stay that 
better suit their needs and preferences. The 
choices are endless; in the city travelers could 
stay at a small apartment for around $100 a 
night, a huge mansion from around $500 to 
$1000 a night, or even just pay for one room in 
a house for $50 with access to the bathroom 
and kitchen.

“Airbed & Breakfast” was founded in 2008 
by two friends, Brian Chesky and Joe Gebbia, 
who were living in San Fransisco together, 
low on cash, thinking of ways to make money 
fast. Realizing that all of the hotel rooms in the 
city were booked because of a major design 
conference, they had the idea to create a bed 
and breakfast. However, they didn’t have any 
actual beds; instead, they hosted three different 
people on air beds in their living room. It was 

nothing luxurious, but it was a cheap place 
to crash for a couple of nights. This idea 

soon flourished into a successful empire.
In an interview with “Business Insider,” 

co-founder Chesky said, “We realized that the 
normal arc of a friendship that takes years to 
build only took a few days when people were 
living with you in your home.”

Airbnb offers travelers the unique feel of be-
ing at home when in a new environment. Unlike 
hotels, the average Airbnb provides travelers 
with amenities like full kitchens and patios. 
Airbnbs can also be more cost efficient and 
offer more space than a typical two bed hotel 
room, particularly for families who would need 
more than one room.

“It gives people a more personal feel,” sec-
ondary social studies intern Lauren Crook said. 
“You also have access to a kitchen in most, so 
you don’t have to eat out all of the time.”

Some travelers aren’t able to feel comfort-
able in someone else’s home. These travelers 
should stick with hotels, which provide luxuries 
like room service. Hotels can guarantee securi-
ty for belongings, and may even offer a compli-
mentary breakfast. Unlike Airbnbs, hotels are 

usually located in areas geared towards tour-
ists, which can be helpful for those who don’t 
know their way around the town. 

“I prefer hotels more,” secondary math 
teacher Cory Cloud said. “I don’t know who 
else has the key to get inside at an Airbnb, and 
someone could come in at any time and steal 
my stuff.”

Unlike hotels, Airbnbs give travelers the 
experience of living in a new place. Hotels are 
generally the same wherever travelers go, but 
Airbnbs are placed right in the environment of 
the location, providing the guests with a per-
sonal feel of the city.

Despite potential issues, Airbnb has a record 
of happy customers who would attest that they 
offer a unique experience.

“Build something 100 people love, not some-
thing 1 million people kind of like,” Chesky said.

Kamryn Brown • Assistant Page Editor

Airbnb offers travelers home away from home
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Photo by Cailey King
Samantha Bickel and Hunter Hanstein practice a line 
dance at the top of the hour. 

Photos by

 Hosted by SGA, the school’s second annual 
Dance Marathon was held Feb. 2. The six hour 
event raised $28,016.22  for the Children’s 
Miracle Network. 

 Dance Marathon gives students the oppor-
tunity to learn about children who are being 
treated for pediatric illness and to celebrate 
with their families while fundraising for the 
Children’s Miracle Network. Throughout the 
event, dancers are instructed to not sit down 
since they’re standing and dancing for those 
who cannot. Each hour, a family member of a 
child helped by the Children’s Miracle Network 
shares their personal journey in hopes of en-
lightening attendees about where their contri-
butions are directly going. 

“Dance Marathon is an opportunity that many 
people overlook. It’s not only a time to hang out 
with friends, but it’s a time where you can make 
a difference,” junior Harley Ramba said. “It’s 
a time to help a family in need, and to change 
the lives of people that you don’t even know. I 
dance to make a difference.” 

FSU began to take part in Dance Marathon 
in 1996. Since its inception, it has rallied thou-
sands of participants each year, raising over 
$10 million. FSUS started participating in the 
2016-2017 school year, and has raised over 

$42,000 from the two 
dances. 

“Dance Marathon 
has humbled me a little 
more. I know I am danc-
ing for someone who 
can’t, and I feel like I am 
making a difference in a 
child’s life beyond what 
I can see,” senior Isaiah 
Edwards said. 

Dancers who partic-
ipate set a fundraising 
goal for themselves and 
raise money for the kids 
during the months lead-
ing up to the event. All 
funds raised are donated 
directly to the Children’s 
Miracle Network and UF 
Health Shands Hospital 
for new equipment needed to properly care for 
pediatric patients. 

“The anticipation leading up to the reveal 
was incredible; I’m still in awe over how many 
miracles we made,” Edwards said.

With the help of FSU Dance Marathon High 
School Program Chair Alex Genna, SGA was 
able to host a successful event. The six hour 
event included a variety of games such as a 

wing eating competition, a balloon popping 
game, Just Dance and ping pong. Dancers 
were served pizza, donuts, chips, drinks and 
other snacks from a variety of local business.

“Dance Marathon has allowed me to realize 
that I can make a difference in this world and 
our community. I have become a better leader, 
communicator and teammate because of DM 
and I do not think I could have gained all of this 
anywhere else,” Genna said.

Dance Marathon raises awareness for childhood illnesses
Krislyn Kelley • Staff Writer

Photo by Cailey King
SGA raised a total of $28,016.22 for the Children’s Miracle Network 
at the second annual Dance Marathon held on Feb. 2, 2018.

Photo by Cailey King
Emma Tanski and Brayden Causseaux play ping pong.
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With this year’s tenth 
anniversary season of “Keeping 
Up with the Kardashians,” Kim, 
Khloe, Kourtney, Kris and the 
whole Kardashian-Jenner family 
have officially been on TV for 
a decade. But between the 
pregnancies, plastic surgery 
and public scandals, it’s time 
to question if the family’s wide 
reaching influence is beneficial.

Since their reality TV show first 
aired on the E! network in 2007, 
the Kardashian-Jenner family has 
become one of the most watched 
families on television, with an 
average of 3.19 million viewers 
tuning in each episode. 

“The Kardashians, seemingly 
more so than any other famous 
family, have acquired an 
impressive aptitude for intriguing 
audiences with scandals and 
antics that have made them into 
caricatures of themselves,” senior 
Jake Richardson said.  

As the family began gaining 
popularity, their privacy became 

a thing of the past. 
Kim Kardashian’s 

marriage to Kanye West and 
Khloe Kardashian›s divorce 
from Lamar Odom were both 
heavily publicized. The episodes 
surrounding Kim’s marriage to 
basketball player Kris Humphries 
were the most watched of the 
TV series, with over 10 million 
viewers according to “Deadline.” 
More recently, fans speculated 
for months over Kylie Jenner’s 
pregnancy, trying to get pictures of 
the star despite her obvious desire 
for privacy. 

 “When someone watches a 
reality show so heavily, they begin 
to feel invested in the lives of these 
people,” Richardson said. “Thus, 
people want to know if the rumors 
are true as if they themselves were 
a personal friend or acquaintance 
of the Kardashian family.” 

Though many are fans of the 
Kardashian-Jenner family, others 
believe that the sisters portray an 
unrealistic and unhealthy lifestyle. 
After a decade of cosmetic 

surgery, the sisters’ faces are 
almost unrecognizable from the 
beginning of the series. The family 
also faced backlash after the 
youngest sister, Kylie, chose to 
have lip injections, sparking the 
Kylie Jenner Lip Challenge. This 
challenge was deemed unsafe by 
many, including medical officials, 
because young girls used bottles 
or glasses to make their lips 
plumper by sucking all of the air 
out of the container and reducing 
the circulation to their lips. 

“People like seeing how 
others live who have different 
circumstances, so whether they’re 
rich or have lots of kids, people 
want to know how they live their 
lives differently,” junior Rachel 
Johnson said.

Combined, the Kardashian-
Jenner family has a net worth of 
roughly $380 million, according to 
“Time Magazine.” This wealth was 
mostly earned through their reality 
TV show as well as endorsement 
deals and public appearances, 
which has led to questions over 

the validity of their “fame.”  
“By buying into and giving the 

family so much attention, the 
Kardashians have been able to 
increase their output of content, 
which in turn garners more 
attention from people, leading to 
this cycle where the public just 
feeds more and more attention to 
the family, giving them the status 
they have now,” Richardson said. 

Despite criticism, the Kardashian 
family remains in the public eye as 
personal information about their 
lives continues to entertain the 
media and public.

“Young girls and boys are 
now trying to be like this family, 
which does not impact them in 
the best way because they feel 
a need to alter their bodies and 
personalities,” secondary English 
teacher Erica Herrera said. “I have 
seen plenty of individuals who feel 
the need to diet like them, style 
their hair like them, name their 
children after Kardashian children, 
etc. Nobody seems to be happy 
with just living to be their best self.”

Ilex Wass de Czege • Managing Editor 

Public obsession with Kardashian family influences fans

    Steven Spielberg’s Academy Award nom-
inated film “The Post,” released on Jan. 13, 
examines the events following the release of 
classified government documents surrounding 
the mishandling of the war in Vietnam. After 
the White House blocks “The New York Times” 
from reporting on the subject, “The Washington 
Post” heiress Katharine Graham, played by 
Meryl Streep, must decide whether to listen to 
her investors and stay silent or take the advice 
of her top editor, Ben Bradlee, portrayed by 
Tom Hanks, and run the story against the wish-
es of the federal government. 
     “The Post“ lets audiences into the news-

room, portraying an accurate and precise look 
at what publications experience on a daily 
basis. The film highlights the difficult decisions 
that editors make to protect free speech that 
many Americans take for granted as Graham 
and the entire staff of “The Washington Post” 
fight for their first amendment rights. 
    The blatant star power of both Streep and 
Hanks elevates the film from good to great. 
The duo encapsulates the delicate mixture of 
caution and confidence necessary for success 
in any endeavor. While Streep’s portrayal of 
Katharine Graham embodies personal growth 
and empowerment, Hanks’ representation of 
Ben Bradley serves as a moral rock, standing 
firm against political pressure.  

      Critics could claim that the film focuses 
too much on “The Washington Post” and not 
enough on other publications, particularly the 
historical role “The NYT” played in uncovering 
the documents. However, the main purpose of 
the film is not to inform audiences about the 
scandal itself, but to showcase the mechanics 
and processes that work behind the scenes to 
protect the right to freedom of the press.  
     This powerful, complex story features 
Streep and Hanks at the height of their 
respective careers. Journalist or not, any 
viewer will leave the theater with a new 
appreciation for the role the press plays in 
protecting citizens’ first amendment rights.  

John Folsom • Features Editor 

‘The Post’ offers in-depth, dramatic look at journalistic process



While most of America was 
occupied with Team USA, “Big 
Brother: Celebrity Edition” provided 
a much-needed hit for the average 
reality TV junkie. 

The program is a spin-off of the 
beloved series “Big Brother,” a sta-
ple of reality TV since the summer 
of 2000. This new variation was 
created to compete against the 
Winter Olympics for viewers during 
the primetime slot. Garnering an 
audience of over seven million, the 
premiere offered a look into the ac-
tual personalities of eleven Amer-
ican celebrities. The turnout was 
significantly higher than the British 
edition’s measly two million. 

The success can be 
attributed to the moderately 

high caliber of celebrity recruited 
by CBS. Notable members of the 
cast include Metta World Peace 
(professional basketball player), 
Chuck Liddell (professional wres-
tler), James Maslow (former boy 
band member), Shannon Elizabeth 
(actress and activist) and Ross 
Mathews (host and comedian). 
Though the names may not be 
instantly recognizable to all, a 
quick internet search will refresh 
the memory of anyone familiar with 
2000s pop culture. 

Much like the standard edition 
of “Big Brother,” “Celebrity Big 
Brother” aired multiple times per 
week with live evictions on Fri-

days. Due to the shortened nature 
of the game, the season finale saw 
five players still in the house, and 
for the first time in “Big Brother” 
history, one contestant was given 
the ultimate power to evict two 
houseguests and choose who they 
wanted to take to the finale.

However, the series did not fol-
low all of the typical “Big Brother” 
patterns. Unlike in recent seasons, 
there were little to no verbal fights 
or conflicts throughout the sea-
son. The only tension in the house 
was between houseguests James 
Maslow and Brandi Glanville, and 
even their “feud” has been largely 
resolved since they left the house. 
This development starkly contrasts 
the intense confrontations and bul-
lying that have plagued the original 
show. 

One possible reason for this 
tranquility is the fact that each 
celebrity must attempt to maintain 
their image while inside the house. 
It is also possible that the average 
age of houseguests contributed 
to this more peaceful house; the 
last five seasons of the show have 
had houseguests whose aver-
age age was under 28, while this 
season’s cast had an average 
age of 40. Whatever the reason, it 
was refreshing to watch a season, 
however short, of strategy and 
game play instead of bickering and 
personal attacks.

     While most of the houseg-
uests have been out of the spot-
light for several years, Omarosa 
Manigault, who was a late addition 
to the cast, provided an intriguing 
political storyline. With a former 
presidential adviser in a cam-

era-filled house for up to a month, 
the possibilities were endless. 
Indeed, many of her comments 
made headline news and were 
picked up by media outlets like 
CNN and Fox News. However, due 
to the deceptive nature of the “Big 
Brother” house, it’s difficult to de-
termine what was actually sincere 
regarding her many political com-
ments and what was promotion 
for a book deal she is obviously 
hoping to get.

This is not the first time CBS has 
tried to capitalize on the popularity 
of “Big Brother.” In the fall of 2016, 
“Big Brother: Over the Top” ran 
for 65 days. Unlike the traditional 
program and this celebrity edition, 
“Over the Top” aired exclusively on 
CBS’ online platform, CBS All Ac-
cess. It also included many twists 
that aren’t present in the original 
version and relied heavily on vot-
ing from American audiences. 

It is unclear if CBS will try to run 
another “Over the Top” season, but 
if it becomes a choice between an-
other season over “Over the Top” 
and a second season of “Celebrity 
Big Brother,” there’s no question 
that “Celebrity Big Brother” is the 
clear winner.

“Celebrity Big Brother” isn’t CBS’ 
only reality TV hit. With programs 
like “The Amazing Race,” “Survi-
vor” and the original “Big Brother,” 
the network has become renowned 
worldwide for its contributions to 
the world of reality TV. This latest 
show only further cements CBS’ 
status as a premier home for 
reality television, and it is exciting 
to think what future seasons of 
“Celebrity Big Brother” could bring.
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Alternative to Olympics, ‘Celebrity Big 
Brother’ lives up to high expectations

 Promotional photo courtesy of CBS Media
“Big Brother: Celebrity Edition” premiered on CBS Feb. 7 
to an audience of over seven million people. The show’s 
success has encouraged fans that a second season could 
be a real possibility.

John Folsom • Features Editor
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Inspiration comes from the 
unlikeliest of sources. With the 
release of the latest entry in the 
Marvel cinematic universe, fans 
are clamoring to adopt black cats 
from animal shelters around the 
country. Only “Black Panther,” 
an immediate cultural sensation, 
could unite audiences on such a 
large scale.

Why is “Black Panther” receiving 
such critical acclaim? Considering 
Marvel’s history of white protago-
nists and supporting casts, it is no 
surprise that fans welcomed the 
release of a film that finally depicts 
African culture. “Black Panther” 
has broken records around the 

world, joining fan favorites 
such as “Star Wars,” “Juras-
sic World” and “The Aveng-

ers” for a spot in the top five movie 
opening weekends of all time.

While “Black Panther” isn’t the 
first black superhero movie (that 
title goes to “Blade”), it is howev-
er the first time one has received 
such global attention. The strength 
of the cast combined with the 
social commentary provided by 
the film contributed to much of the 
anticipation.

The film stars Chadwick Bose-
man as the Warrior King of 
Wakanda, a fictional monarchy in 
Africa, and Michael B. Jordan as 
Erik Killmonger, an imperfect but 
compelling villain. The film also 

includes Martin Freeman and Andy 
Serkis, who reprised this role from 
previous Marvel films.

Jordan’s Killmonger is easily the 
film’s greatest strength. It is fas-
cinating to watch a villain whose 
humanity is in question. His task is 
noble, but his methods are flawed. 
It is difficult to not root for him on 
some level as he tries to avenge 
his oppressed ancestors. 

“Black Panther” had a bud-
get of $200 million and made 
$426,755,680 over the three-day 
weekend of its release. At the 
time of this publication, the movie 
currently stands at a 97 percent on 
“Rotten Tomatoes,” making it the 
highest rated movie in the Marvel 
cinematic universe.

Another strength is the beauti-
ful and detailed city of Wakanda 
and the movie’s exploration of the 
lives of everyday citizens living in 
Wakanda.

 While there is humor in this film, 
it’s more subtle than other recent 
Marvel movies like “Guardians 
of the Galaxy” and “Ant Man.” 
This isn’t necessarily a drawback, 
unless you are the type of viewer 
who only watches superhero films 
for the punchlines.

Chances are, if you like Marvel 
films, you won’t be disappointed 
in this latest release. While it is 
not the greatest superhero film of 
all time, it certainly lives up to the 
hype. Go see it this weekend, and 
maybe, go adopt a cat. 

Jared Russell • Photo Editor

Promotional photos courtesy of Walt Disney Studios
Chadwick Boseman as T’Challa represents a long over-
due step forward for superhero cinema. Directed by Ryan 
Coogler, Marvel’s “Black Panther,” released Feb. 16, has 
already grossed $411.7 million domestically. 

Review: ‘Black Panther’ 
captivates global audiences 
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According to a 2013 study by 
the International Women’s Media 
Foundation, almost two-thirds 
of female journalists have been 
sexually harassed or abused on 
the job. According to the Rape, 
Abuse & Incest National Network, 
only 310 out of every 1000 sexual 
assaults are reported. Contrary 
to popular belief, harassment is 
not the exception but the norm for 
women in sports journalism. 

In light of the #MeToo move-
ment, “Sports Illustrated” journalist 
Robert Deitsch set out to record as 
many accounts of sexual assault 
from female sports reporters as 
possible. His compilation, “Revisit-
ing Sexual Harassment of Female 
Sports Reporters and Media Mem-
bers,” includes survivor testimo-
nies and uncovered the rampart 
assault women in sports journalism 
regularly face. 

In an entry on mediamatters.org, 
political research journalist Julie 
Alderman highlights four women 
in sports journalism who exposed 
the truth about sexual assault and 
domestic violence; Jessica Lu-
ther, Amelia Rayno, Katie Nolan 
and Julie CiCaro. Their accounts 
all align with Deitsch’s findings: 
sports journalism for women has 
an unaccaptable amount of sexual 
discrimination.

As more light is shed on the 
issue of assault in the workplace, 
it is also important to consider the 
microaggressions female sports 
journalists face on a daily basis. 
Women reporters often receive 
dumbed-down responses and con-
descending tones from coaches 
and players. 

Multiple female reporters 
have given accounts of ask-

ing questions in press conferences 
and being matched with sighs, 
glares and answers that would not 
be given to a male reporter.

Former Auburn quarterback and 
current NFL Panthers quarter-
back Cam Newton recently faced 
criticism after he made a comment 
toward female reporter Jourdan 
Rodrigue in a conference stating, 
“It’s funny to hear a woman talk 
about routes,” followed by laughs. 
After the press conference, Ro-
drigue found Newton to discuss 
his comment, and he continued to 
stand by what he said. 

The following week, Newton 
failed to attend his mandatory 
post-game press conference 
because Rodrigue was there. This 
isn’t uncommon. In fact, many 
players and coaches make similar 
remarks frequently. 

Another example of discrimina-
tion women face in sports is when 
professional tennis player Andy 
Murray revealed that his female 
coach often receives backlash and 
blame following his losses, just 
because she is female. In an inter-
view with “Elle Magazine”, Murray 
shared a text that a fellow player 
sent him after his announcement 
that he chose a female coach. The 
message stated, “I love this game 
that you’re playing with the press; 
maybe you should tell them tomor-
row that you’re considering work-
ing with a dog.”

Between difficulty getting a 
position, to being belittled or facing 
assault, women in sports journal-
ism are facing hardships that need 
to be addressed.

Female sports journalists 
face discrimination, assault
Lauren Shirley • Editor-in-Chief

New volleyball coach hopes 
to carry on winning legacy

After joining the school last 
month, new head volleyball coach, 
Sheila Roberts is setting plans in 
motion to make the team a first-
class program.  

The fifth coach for the team in 
four seasons, Roberts is bringing 
expertise from her time coaching 
at Labelle, Wakulla and Sneads. 
Her goal is to impact the volleyball 
program by 
providing the 
“best training” 
as well as 
extra training 
opportunities 
for players 
of all ages. 
Roberts also 
aims to devel-
op personal 
relationships 
with her play-
ers, coaches 
and parents.

“I’ve been 
working with 
Coach Roberts 
since the end of my eighth grade 
year,” senior volleyball player at 
Sneads Loren Williams said. “I 
look up to her because I want to 
be a coach one day.”

 Roberts believes that to build 
a strong and successful program 
she must start with the future, and 
instill among players the mentality 
that they can, and will, improve. 
Roberts’s focuses on promoting 
confidence and trust in her players, 
allowing them to be better team-
mates to one another.

“I believe that every athlete can 
improve,” Roberts said. “One of 
the biggest jobs I have is teaching 

young athletes not to allow fear, 
self-doubt, and excuses stand 

in their way of reaching their full 
potential in any area of their life.”

From breaking several school 
records at past schools to qualify-
ing for regional finals every year 
since 2008 with Sneads, Roberts 
has accumulated 351 career wins 
out of 494. However, after 14 
years of coaching at Sneads High 
School, Roberts was ready for a 

change. Another 
factor was that 
Taylor Roberts, 
Roberts’ young-
est daughter, 
plays for Florida 
State University. 
To be closer to 
her daughter 
and to Pros-
tyle Volleyball 
Academy, where 
Roberts has 
been co-director 
for seven years, 
she moved to 
Tallahassee. 

“[It has been] 10 consecutive 
years at the Regional Final,” 
Roberts said. “We have won the 
Regional Final six times, won 11 
District Titles, six Final Four ap-
pearances, and won five State 
Championships.”

With all of her accomplishments, 
there is no doubt that Roberts will 
change the course of the volleyball 
program. She is devoted to the 
sport and hopes to develop play-
ers who respect the game as she 
does. 

“Joy is found where the work is 
hard, pure, unified, and complete,” 
Roberts said.     

Brooklyn McLeod • Staff Writer 

“One of  the biggest 
jobs I have is teaching 
young athletes not to 
allow fear, self-doubt, 

and excuses stand 
in their way. Joy is 

found where the work 
is hard, pure, unified, 

and complete.”
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Although it started as a joke, the popularity 
of ESPN 8: “The Ocho” made one thing very 
clear: underappreciated sports, including those 
represented during the one day sporting extrav-
aganza, should be aired on a greater scale in 
place of superfluous sports talk shows.

On Aug. 8, 2017, the channel known as 
ESPN U transformed into ESPN 8: “The Ocho.” 
The purpose of this event, which was originally 
created in the movie “Dodgeball” and took 14 
years to become a reality, was to shine a spot-
light on sports that wouldn’t regularly receive 
national attention. The 
result was exhilarating. 
Millions of viewers tuned in 
for sports that they’d never 
even heard of. 

“I actually watched it 
live,” junior Marco Nuss 
said. “It was great to see 
so many underrepresented 
sports in action.” 

With events ranging 
from darts to trampoline dodgeball, viewers 
were treated to both classic and new age styles 
of competition. Each contest that was shown 
challenged the definition of what it means to be 
an athlete, showcasing skills and abilities not 
previously associated with athleticism. The ac-
tion-packed day even included sports that are 

popular throughout other parts of the world, 
such as headis and kabaddi. Originating 

in Germany, headis is a combination of table 
tennis, soccer and volleyball. Kabaddi, created 
in southern India and Sri Lanka, is an original 
sport that involves moving into the opposing 
team’s territory in order to tag as many players 
as possible without being tackled. 

“Watching lesser-known sports can be a 
gamble,” senior Raven Garrison said. “Sure, 
sometimes they can be duds, but others may 
be extremely interesting and nuanced.”

Sports channels spend nearly all of their time 

covering either football, baseball, or basketball. 
However, this lineup of sports has been right-
fully scrutinized for not drawing as big of an 
audience as in years past. It’s also no secret 
that there are multitudes of sports talk shows 
that discuss the same sports and repeat nearly 
the same information every day for hours on 
end. While it is true that those sports are the 

most popular to most Americans, lots of the ex-
traneous talk shows could be cut away without 
protest from viewers. ESPN 8 has shown that 
room should be made for non-traditional sports 
that are on the rise.

“I wish they would show more things year-
round. There are certain things I’m only able 
to watch during the Olympics. Every time you 
turn on the TV, it’s always football, baseball or 
basketball,” Garrison said.

 While it is certainly true that it can be con-
fusing and sometimes difficult to understand a 
sport on first viewing, most networks prepare 

for this and relay the rules 
and objectives to the view-
ers repeatedly during the 
broadcast. 

“Some sports, like arm 
wrestling, are pretty easy 
to understand. Those are 
my favorite kind to watch,” 
junior Malachi Burke said.

ESPN 8 showed audi-
ences just how entertaining 

lesser-known sports can be. Major networks 
should take advantage of this golden opportuni-
ty to give viewers what they want. 

“Usually, better-established sports are more 
appealing. However, whenever you see some-
one giving their all at something, you’re going 
to be entertained,” Nuss said.

Forget mainstream sports, we want cornhole
John Folsom • Features Editor

“It’s also no secret that there are multitudes of  
sports talk shows that discuss the same sports and 
repeat nearly the same information every day for 
hours on end. Lots of  the extraneous talk shows 
could be cut away without protest from viewers.”

The origin of  cornhole is traced 
back to the Native American tribe 

Black Hawk; members would fill pig 
intestines with beans and toss them 

competitively. 

 A bag thrown through the hole 
scores three points. One that lands 
on the platform scores one point. 
The first team to reach 21 wins 

the game of  cornhole.

The midwest offers the most public 
opportunities to play cornhole. 

However, interest in the game spans  
across the nation, and cornhole is 

popular at tailgates and other 
outdoor events.

Graphic by Ilex Wass de Czege; Facts courtesy of “Featuring Cornhole - The Ultimate Backyard Game”


